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master that the old nobility were the pillars of the State and
that the welfare of the Empire depended on those whose
ancestors had held high office and acquired influence and res-
pect with the people of the realm. It was at the request of
Mun'im Khan that the dignified office of Wakil-i-Mutlaq
(Minister-plenipotentiary) was entrusted to Asad Khan
Jumdatu'1-Mulk and the important post of Mir Bakhshi was
assigned to his son, Zulfiqar Khan. Asad Khan was given the
title of Nizamu'1-Mulk Asaf-ud-Daulah and his son that of
Samsam-ud-Daulah Amir-ul-Umara Bahadur Nusrat Jang. To
the latter was granted the administration of the Provinces of
the Deccan, and he was allowed to leave Da'ud Khan Panni
as his deputy there, while he in person attended the Court and
discharged the duties of the office of Amiru'l-Umara. Zulfiqar
Khan Nusrat Jang, had acquired absolute authority as Asad
Khan, on account of extreme old age, could not take any
active part in the affairs of the State. The latter's son acted
as his deputy in the office of Wakil-i-Mutlaq.1

After the death of Mun'im Khan at the end of 1710, there
was difference of opinion in the Court as to who should be
appointed the Prime Minister in his place. Prince 'Azimu'sh-
Shan and Sa'dullah Khan, the Diwan, desired that Zulfiqar
Khan should be entrusted with this office, provided Na'im
KJban and Khanazad Khan, the two sons of Mun'im 'Khan,
were appointed Bakhshi-ul-Mulk and Subedar of the Deccan,
respectively. But Zulfiqar Khan was not willing to give up
his exalted position for the Prime Ministership. Prince
cAzimu'sh-Shan who always suspected the ambitious motives
of Zulfiqar Khan, raised objection, saying that he (Zulfiqar
Khan) desired to usurp all authority for himself by having his
father (Asad Khan) appointed to the vacant post of Prime
Minister.2

The Emperor, being a weak man, could not make up his
mind to any final decision. First he vacillated and wobbled,
then he appointed, as a temporary measure, Sa'dullah Khan
as the Diwan of Person and Khalsa, to act as deputy under
the control of Prince eAzimu5sh-Shan.

In spite of these checks to his authority, Zulfiqar Khan
succeeded in giving practical shape to his ambitions. He had

1 Khafi Khan, vol. II, p. 600.           2 Op. cit., p. 678.